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Hello Fellow Rockhounds, 
 
Well March has blown in like a lion, but hopefully, there will be one or two 
weekends of perfect weather this month. 

 
If you were unable to attend the monthly meeting, we now have a committee 
to research a small show for the Society. Mary Beth Paladino needs volunteers 
with expertise, in various rock related topics, to help with a series of school 

presentations in Henderson. The Membership voted to purchase a used 14” 

saw for the shop. 
 
Ed and Jaen Rupprecht gave a wonderful presentation of their 40 years of 
collecting rocks. After the meeting, Jaen shared more collecting stories. My 

favorite is: 
On a rockhunting trip to Goodsprings with Craig and Carol Edmonds on my 
birthday, we went to a mine tailings pile where there was malachite. Carol 
and I climbed up about half way and Ed and Craig went to the top. When it 

was time to leave, Craig and Ed headed down and slipped and slid on their 
sides and (backsides), Carol and I laughed at them. We had been sitting on 
the pile while digging. When we looked at the guys, their sides and 
(backsides) were red and we looked at ourselves and we were all red where 

we had come into contact with the ground, because of the iron in the soil. We 
were quite a sight to see. We stopped at the Silverton for the buffet on the 
way home. When we walked in, we left red footprints all the way to the buffet. 
A true rockhound never passes up a good buffet. 
 

Upcoming Society events include Burro Creek, AZ, in April and Illipah 
Reservoir near Ely, NV, in June. Both should be excellent opportunities to add 
to your collection, because as all of you know, you can never have too many 
rocks, although my garage and yard are getting quite full, hmmm…. 

 
Have a great March and don’t blow away. 

 

President’s Message 

Volume 72 Issue 3 

Upcoming Events 

Mar 29 - Board Meeting 

Apr 2 - General Meeting 

Apr 17-22 Burro Creek  

Wire Wrapping - each 
Monday except General 

Meeting night, 3 & 6 PM at 
the Shop. Upcoming wire 
wrapping is Mar 19th, 26th 
and Apr 9th 

Silversmithing - each 
Tuesday, 5 PM at the Shop 

Beading - Every other 
Thursday, 6 PM at the 
Shop. Mar beading is 8th 
and 22nd. 

See page 8 for more class 
information 

A NEWSLETTER FOR ROCKHOUNDS SINCE 1940  

from Sheri Johnson 

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral  Soc iety  

Board Meeting Summary - March 1st 2012 

A Board of Directors meeting of the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral 

Society was called to order at 5:40 P.M. at 3111 South Valley View Blvd. 

#E125. The president was in the chair, the secretary and all other 

members were present. A pledge of allegiance was given to the flag. 

 

The minutes of the February board meeting were read and approved with 

one correction. 

 

A treasurer’s report was postponed until the general meeting. 
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Board Meeting Summary - con’t. 

A shop committee report was given, highlighting communication with faceting machine repair 

facilities and activities planned in March. 
 

Unfinished Business: A motion was made and approved to pay outstanding bills for shop supplies, 

and newsletter and kid’s club expenses. For the St. Patrick’s Day Sons of Erin event, the setup of 

display case(s) and creation of flyers was discussed. A combined picnic and kid’s event was 

proposed for May 19 at Sunset Park, pending date and location availability. 

 

New Business: Motions were made and approved to purchase 4 classifiers for the shop, and to allow 

up to $750 purchasing silversmithing tools. Also, a motion was made and approved to allow up to 

$1000 to purchase a 14 inch saw, and will be presented to the general membership for final 

approval. A field trip was scheduled for March 11 to a location outside of Beatty, NV.A point of order 

was observed, a need for attendance records in the minutes. General meeting agenda items were 

discussed, as well as future guest speakers and field trips. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:12 P.M. 

General Meeting Summary - March 5th 2012 

A general meeting of the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was called to order at 6:01 P.M. 

on March 5, 2012, at 3111 South Valley View Blvd. #E122. The president was in the chair, and the 

secretary was present. A pledge of allegiance was given to the flag. 

The minutes of the February general meeting were read and approved without correction. 

The following reports were given: 

The secretary reports, for the month of February, a net income of -$904.36. 

Membership committee reports 293 members. 

Federation committee reports of upcoming activities in California. 

Sunshine committee reports member Bob Lafaro is hospitalized. 

Classes for faceting will not be held for the next two weeks. 

The chair announced as unfinished business a motion made by Tom Skeary to allow up to $1000 

purchasing a 14 inch saw. The motion was seconded and after debate was adopted. The formation 

of a show committee was proposed by the chair, with anticipation of a society show by year’s end. 

An 8’ by 8’ booth has been donated to the society for the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Henderson, and 

will be furnished with a display case, flyers, and society volunteers 

After a short recess, the chair called the meeting to order and announced new business. Field trips 

are scheduled for March 11, April 17 through April 22, and June 14 through 17. A picnic and kid’s 

event is scheduled for May 19, and signup sheet made available. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 P.M., followed by a program presentation: 50 years of rock 

hounding, and raffles. 
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An out of date biography of Ed Rupprecht was published in the February Polished Slab. Additions and 

corrections to that information follows:  
 

Through the years he also found time to have a son, David; daughter, Sharon who lives in Rogers, 

Minnesota, who gave him two granddaughters; Larissa who went to Shanghai, China, in 2007, to 

represent the U.S.A in the Special Olympics, playing Basketball, where her team tied for third place 

and ultimately finished fourth overall (Ed and Jaen also went along to China to watch and support 

their granddaughters team as they played) and Julie who has given him two beautiful great 

granddaughters Ashlin and Lauren who live in Coon Rapids, Minnesota. In 2009 Ed lost his son to 

cancer. 

 

In the last few years even though Ed’s health has been giving him trouble he has been busy sorting, 

cutting and polishing rocks from his extensive collection when he can. In 2011 he fell and broke his 

hip, even though he was down for four months, he still wanted his rocks to look at.    

 

Throughout the years he has been busy helping with the education of the young people of Clark 

County by entertaining and informing numerous school children in Clark County Schools, giving them 

a glimpse of the beauty that abounds around us here in the Southwest. He participated in the public 

school systems after school program, arranged by Mary Beth Paladino.   

  

In 2012 he is looking forward to reacquainting the club with his precious rocks, how and where he 

found them.  At age 86 he still likes to go into the field and maybe find new ones that he can name. 

He wishes he could go more, the mind wants to but the body says whoooooooooo. We were able to 

enjoy a number of his specimens at the March meeting when he and his wife, Jaen, presented the 

program. 

Ed and Jaen Rupprecht at March SNGMS Meeting 
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Sons of Erin - SNGMS will have a booth at the Sons of Erin event at the Henderson Convention 

Center March 16, 17 & 18th. We will be passing out brochures and exhibiting samples from our 

classes and a selection of Nevada rocks and minerals. Stop by our booth and say hello. 

Burro Creek - April 17 - 22.  Burro Creek is is located 60 miles northwest of Wickenburg on Highway 

93.  From Kingman, travel east 17 miles on Interstate 40, then south 53 miles on Highway 93.  The 

recreation site turnoff is one mile south of Burro Creek Bridge.  From the signed turnoff, continue 1.5 

miles to the recreation site via the paved access road. SNGMS has an annual camp out at Burro 

Creek each spring. There is fun, fellowship, and some field trip opportunities in the area. 

Egg Hunt/Picnic - May 19. The club will sponsor a family picnic that will include an egg hunt for the 

kids, a rock swap, and games for all ages. It will be held at Flamingo Park (Flamingo and Jones) from 

11 AM - 2 PM and SNGMS will furnish hamburgers and hotdogs.  Club members are asked to bring 

side dishes, remembering to avoid easily spoiled items due to the heat. A signup will be available at 

future meetings. 

Ely NV area - June 14 - 17. An annual camp out near Ely NV is another SNGMS activity. This year it 

will be at the Illipah Recreation area and is scheduled for June 14 through 17th (Thursday through 

Sunday). Hotel accommodations are available in Ely if you don’t like to camp.  Again the activities 

include field trips in the area. Illipah Reservoir Campground is located 40 miles west of Ely on US 50. 

Access to the camp is down a good 2 mile gravel road (signed from the highway). The road is 2WD 

accessible. Fishing is available. 

Working on Collection with Mary 
Beth Paladino and Doris 

Currington 
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SNGMS Recycles Aluminum Cans 
If you don’t recycle your cans, consider bringing them into the SNGMS Shop and they will be recycled, 

with the resulting funds going to the club expenses and activities. 

Kid’s Club Activities 

The combined Kid’s Clubs met in February to 

start their work toward the AFMS Future 

Rockhounds of America Merit Badge. They 

started a rock and mineral collection, learning 

characteristics and to label and catalog their 

specimens. 

The March Kid’s Club will meet on Sunday, 

March 25th, at 10 AM at the SNGMS Shop.  

They will be using a basic ID kit to identify 

specimens, as well as adding additional 

specimens to their collection. 

For more information about the kid’s program 

contact Mary Beth Paladino.  Bring your kids to 

the activities; children, grandchildren, nieces, 

nephews, etc. of members are all welcome to 

attend and their accompanying adult is 

welcome to stay for the event. 

Education Committee 
Activities 
The Education Committee successfully presented a 

program at the McMillan school and passed out specimen 

cards. 

The next project on the agenda is a series of programs at 

Brown Middle School.  Contact Mary Beth Paladino to 

participate. She needs both people with expertise in 

various areas, and people to just assist with the various 

activities. 

 

 
Published monthly by: 

 Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  

Las Vegas, NV 89102 
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All the establishments featured in this section 
offer discounts to SNGMS members.  Be sure to 
show your membership card when making a 
purchase, and say that the Southern Nevada Gem 

& Mineral Society sent you! 

Discounts 

Available 

Come Early! 
 

Be sure to come early on General Meeting nights, because between 5 and 6 PM many of 
our talented members exhibit their works for your admiration and possible purchase.  
Cabochons, beadwork, silversmithed and wire wrapped jewelry, rock slabs, unfinished 
stones, and more are usually available. It is a good time to chat with other members and 
catch up on their latest creations. 



SNGMS 
Candid 

Camera 
 

If you enjoy these casual 
photos of members help us 

to continue publishing them 
by submitting your photos to 

the editor -  email to 
lorrilee@cox.net. 
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SNGMS General Meeting 

1st Monday of every month 

(2nd Monday if holiday falls on 
the first Monday) No meeting in 

December. 

Non-members welcome! 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-122 

Las Vegas, NV  

 

Show & Sell   5-6 PM 

Meeting  6-8 PM 

Finding the Shop and General Meeting Location 

Proceeding west on Desert Inn Road, take the first right past So. Valley View Blvd. into the industrial park area. 
Drive past the building on your right, then jog right, then left and you will be in front of Building E. 
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W. Sirius Ave. 

W. Desert Inn Rd. 

3111 So. Valley View 
Blvd, Building E 

Meeting Location 
Suite 122 

Shop Suite 125 

 

 

SNGMS 2012 Meetings 
 

Jan 05 Board Jun 04 General 

 09 General  28 Board 

Feb 02 Board Jul 02 General 

 06 General Aug 02 Board 

Mar 01 Board  06 General 

 05 General Sep 06 Board 

 29 Board  10 General 

Apr 02 General  27 Board 

May 03 Board Oct 01 General 

 07 General Nov 01 Board 

 31 Board  05 General 
 

All Meetings at 3111 S. Valley View 
Blvd. Bldg. E. Board Meetings at Shop, 
Suite 125, General  Meetings at Suite 
122. 
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Maranda gets a 

‘boost’ at the trim 
saw 

Tony, enjoying the new 

bench in front of the 
shop 
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Wire wrapping, led by Sue Moore and Sheila Tremmel, meets on Mondays (except for the General Meeting night) 
at 3 PM and again at 6 PM. The upcoming wire wrapping classes will be Mar 19th - Upside Down Cabochon, Mar 
26th  - Dee Pendant, Apr 9th - Diamond Bracelet. Sign up with Sue Moore at 702-434-6072, or email her. 

The beading projects for March are two bracelets. Taught on Mar 8th was a bracelet using cube and seed beads, 
on Mar 28th a textural spiral bracelet using bugle and seed beads. Contact Pat Skeary at 702-459-2649 for more 
information. 

Silversmithing meets every Tuesday at 5 PM.  Bill Lemmon is leading the class. He is doing some project classes, 
or will help you, as needed, as you complete your own individual projects. No experience or equipment is required 
to come to the class.  Come in and Bill will help you get started. The club will no longer be purchasing silver, so 
when the current stock is exhausted no more will be ordered.  You can purchase silver through Rio Grande 
(www.riogrande.com), Monsterslayer (www.monsterslayer.com), or locally. The club has ‘starter kits’ of required 
tools that you can purchase, and there is a list of basic tools available from Rio Grande in the shop, if you prefer to 

purchase that way.  Come to a class and they will be glad to tell you everything you need to know to get started. 

Faceting classes are now decreased in cost to only $5.00 an hour.  Contact Peggy Sue Moore 434-6072 , Frank 
Auerswald 365-8306, or John Stackhouse 631-5291 to arrange a time when one of them can help you with 
faceting.  A class is currently meeting on Saturday afternoons with three students. 

Tom Skeary taught a clock making class in November. Contact him to arrange to take his next class. 

Chuck Huebler is offering a drop-in shop maintenance class on Saturday mornings.  Come in at 10 AM and he will 

teach you about maintaining your lapidary equipment. 

Wire wrapping, beading, and silversmithing classes have a 
very modest donation of $5.00 per session, that goes to the 
club. Other class donations may vary, depending on what is 

included in the class.  

If you are interested in learning to do art glass there is a 
new studio in Henderson that is opening in April. For 
information go to www.truartglass.com. 

 

Your 
advertisement 
could be here for 
only $18.00 for 

six months or 
$30 for a year!  

Beading Class 
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The new Genie wheels have been installed.  One Genie has been reserved for 
turquoise and opal work with the best of the more worn wheels installed. 

Approval of the purchase of a used 14 inch saw was secured at the March 
General Meeting and the saw has been purchased and will be installed in the 
shop as soon as possible. 

Remember to clean up any area or equipment you use at the SNGMS Shop.  
Don’t leave a mess for someone else! A cleaning checklist will be posted in 
the shop 

by the 
Genies, 
please 
read and 
follow it.  

Shop Talk  

 
from Chuck 

Huebler and 

John Stack-

house 

Sunday 12 noon - 4 PM 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday 12 noon - 5 PM 

Wednesday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Thursday* 12 noon - 9 PM 

Friday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Saturday 10 AM – 5 PM 

SNGMS Workshop 

Schedule 

*Closed after 6 PM on the 
Thursday of the Board Meeting, 
and closed after 6 PM to saw 
usage on Beading Class Thursdays 

Supervisors will close the shop if 
no one comes in after two hours.  

The next shift supervisor will then 
re-open the shop. 

Fees 

Trim Saw $3.00 per hour, all 
other equipment is $5.00 per 

hour, after the first hour charges 
are pro-rated in 15 minute 
increments. 
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New member 

polishing opal 



A hearty welcome to members who joined or rejoined SNGMS during late 
February and March. We look forward to getting to know you better! 
 

Ruby Ahmed, Regina Bailey, Elizabeth Bailey-Chandler, Lenard Bieber, Patricia Bieber, Christie 

Bubonovich, Barbara Casey, Robert Casey, Harry Chandler, Cathryn Christenson, Stuart Christenson, 

Savannah Collins, Yolanda Deogracias, Christian Diamandis, Sharon Diamandis, Butch Evans, Deborah 

Evans, Ann Harris, Linda Host, Maxine Ingham, Julianna Judak, Donnie Leaverenz, Jim Macklow, 

Yoshiko Macklow, Don Mitchell, Connor Murphy, Kate Murphy, Michelle Rine, David Seidner, Gail 

Seidner, Megan Thomas, Jo Ann Torre, Michael  Torre, Nancy Walker-Mitchell, Tyler Warfield, Ed Wolf, 

Kenny Wong, Rosa Wong, Samson Wong 
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Birthstone: Diamond 

Flower - Sweet Pea 

Harvey Ader, Everett Bartlett, Robert Casey, Torrey Durrett, Jason Fabbi, Drew Forgione, Dylan 

Forgione, Joel Gregson, Brennan Hale, Olivia Hayes, Belinda F. Hayes, Rick Kasky, Mary McKinstry, 

Joyce Watmore Miller, Don Mitchell, Monica Penick, Elaine Pratt, Mabel Quinto, Linda Rash, Arthur 

Sher, Jason Snyder, Lorrilee Stackhouse, Nancy Tatom, Michael  Torre, Joyceann Vintar, Richard 

Walton, Ed Wolf 

Please if you hear of any SNGMS member in need of a bit of sunshine due to accident, 
illness, death in the family or other need, call me—Dottie Fusch at 648-5886 (recorder on). 
Cards will be sent to let the member know that we care and wish them well.   

from Dottie Fusch 

Bob Lofaro, our hospitality chairman, had emergency surgery and is recovering.  Our 

silversmithing instructor, Bill Lemmon, is experiencing health problems and has been 

hospitalized. 

 

If you have an April birthday please bring something for the refreshment table at the 

April meeting 

Please, under no circumstances, park in front of Unit 124 or Unit 126 (the units next to 

the Shop). The owners of the unitscomes in at odd hours and needs access to their parking 

spaces. There is ample parking across from the Shop that is not in front of any unit.  
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2012 Board of Directors 

President……..……….Sheri Johnson…...……………702-434-6072 

      sngms@yahoo.com  

Vice-President……...Jack Toogood………………….702-642-4788 

      sngms@yahoo.com 

Secretary………….....Tony Fetcho…...sngms_sec@yahoo.com

      

Treasurer………….....Pat Skeary…………..………….702-459-2649

           sngms_treasurer@yahoo.com 

Parliamentarian…...Frank Auerswald 

Three Year Board...John Stackhouse 

Two Year Board…….Tom Skeary 

One Year Board…….Peggy Sue Moore 
        Ernie Parrish                                        
—————————————————————————————– 

Committee Chairmen 

Bulletin………………...Lorrilee Stackhouse……..702-631-5291 
      sngms_editor@yahoo.com 

ByLaws………………….Peggy Sue Moore 

Education………………Mary Beth Paladino 

Federation…………….Jason Fabbi 

Alt. Federation……..Sheri Johnson 

         sngms_federation@yahoo.com 

Field Trip……………….Board of Directors    

             sngms_fieldtrip@yahoo.com 

Financial Manager..George Messenger  

General Shop ………Chuck Huebler……………...702-686-4186 
Foremen       John Stackhouse………….702-239-0437  

Historian………………..Jack Toogood 

Hospitality……………..Bob and Sue Lofaro 

Inventory……………….Ronald Fetcho 

Librarian………………..Danny Fesler and Kevin Ware  

Membership…………..Mary Brandt                          
                  sngmsmembership@yahoo.com 

Program………………..Board of Directors 

Publicity………………..Sandy Cunningham 

Raffle…………………….Tom Skeary 

50-50 Raffle………….JoAnne Sprott 

Refreshments……….Vacant 

Rock Stars…………….Mary Beth Paladino….…..702-255-1647 
Rock Hounds                    sngms_rockstars@yahoo.com 

Sargent at Arms…..Craig Tremmel 

Show Chairperson..Board of Directors 

Sunshine……………...Dottie Fusch………………....702-648-5886 

Webmaster…………...Jack Toogood…………...702-642-4788

                   sngms_webmaster@yahoo.com 
 

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a position, or a 
Committee Chairman to offer to help on their committee. 

Mar 16 - 18 - San Bernadino, CA, Orange Belt 
Mineralogical Society, Western Regional Little 
League Ball Park, 6707 Little League Drive, 9am to 
Dusk daily 

Mar 17-18 - Cottonwood, AZ, Retail show; 
Mingus Union High School; 1801 E. Fir St.; Sat. 

10-5, Sun. 10-4  

Mar 24-25 - Yuma, AZ, Annual show; Yuma Civic 

Center; 1440 Desert Hills Dr.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-
4  

Mar 31 - April 1 - Lemoore, CA, Lemoore Gem & 

Mineral Society, Trinity Hall, 470 Champion Street, 
Hours: 10 - 6 daily 

Mar 31 - April 1 - Torrance, CA, South Bay 
Lapidary & Mineral Society, Ken Miller Recreational 
Center. 3341 Torrance Blvd., Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; 
Sun. 10 - 4 

Apr 13 - 15 - Vista, CA, San Diego County 
Council of Gem & Mineral Societies, Annual 
Tailgate; Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum. 
2040 N. Santa Fe Avenue,  Hours: 9 - 5 daily 

Apr 14 - 15 - Kingman, AZ, Mojave County 
Gemstoners, Annual Rock & Gem Show, Kingman 
Academy of Learning High School Gym, 3420 N. 

Burbank Ave., Hours: Sat 9-5; Sun 9-4 

These are only a sampling of 
shows that are fairly close to the 

Las Vegas area.  There are rock 
clubs throughout the United 
States and the computer is your 
friend in finding information about 
clubs and shows.  Just search for 
the area you are interested in and 

rock club and you should find 
plenty to keep you busy, 
wherever you are going. 

Some links that you may find 
helpful are: California Federation 
- http://www.cfmsinc.org/, Rocky 
Mountain Federation - 

If you know of any shows or vendor 

opportunities that would be of interest 
to our readers please let the editor 

know! 



  

www.sngms.com 

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  

Las Vegas, NV 89102 

 

Return Service Requested 

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves and 

the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general.  Foster-

ing an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future genera-

tions.  

Club Mascot: Rock Wren 

Club Gemstone: Turquoise 

Club Logo: Rocks-R-Us 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in: 

Rocks, Gems, Geology, Fossils, Lapidary Arts or 

Silversmithing 

Annual Dues: Individual - $20; Family - $30 

Meetings are held the first Monday of the month 

at 3111 So. Valley View Blvd, E-122.  No meeting is 

held in December.  Instead we have our annual 

awards dinner. 

Visitors are always welcome and bring a friend or 

two. 

Polished Slab Advertising Rates 

Ad Size Six Months Yearly 

Business Card $18 $30 

Quarter Page $48 $90 

Half Page $90 $170 

Full Page $150 $275 

SNGMS Web Page Ads and Links to your Web Page 

are available for additional fees. 

First month is free to club members.  Ads must be 

paid in full prior to publication.  Make checks payable 

to Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society.  Mail to : 

SNGMS/Attn: Editor, 3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-

125 Las Vegas, NV 89102 


